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Squadron 4 Members Head to
EAA AirVenture

As another summer flying season reaches its peak,
many Warbird Squadron 4 members will once again
be volunteering at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, the
world's largest aviation celebration.

Whether assisting in the Warbirds area, marshaling
aircraft, supporting arrivals and departures, working
with exhibitors, or volunteering in countless other
roles, our members help make AirVenture possible
each year. Their dedication reflects the spirit of
service and passion for aviation that defines our
squadron.

If you're attending AirVenture, be sure to say hello
when you see a Squadron 4 member on the grounds.
We have attached a guide at the end of this
newsletter on where you can spot our members.
Thank you to everyone who volunteers their time to
help make this incredible event a success—we're
proud to have you representing Squadron 4 at
Oshkosh!

Have a safe trip, enjoy the week, and we'll see you at
the show!
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FROM THE C.0.’S DESK
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By Butch Bejna

It has been quite a year so far and AirVenture is here already! Three more events are coming up too.

« Tom Buck’s Open Hangar on August 16th,
« Schaumburg Hops & Props on September 12"
« Joliet Open House on September 20th.

Tom had the honor of flying a WW 2 Veteran at the TBM Reunion in Peru, Cavalcade of Planes at Clow, EAA
Chapter 15 Breakfast at Lewis and the Father’s Day Breakfast at Schaumburg have all been good turnouts and

been fun to attend and talk to people.

WARBIRD SQUADRON 4
ENJOYS ANOTHER GREAT
JAVALCADE OF PLANES

Warbird Squadron 4 was proud to be part of another
successful Cavalcade of Planes at Clow International
Airport. The annual event brought together aviation
enthusiasts, pilots, aircraft owners, exhibitors, and families
for a weekend celebrating aviation and the people who
keep its history alive.

Throughout the weekend, Squadron 4 members welcomed
visitors to our booth, shared information about the
squadron, and raised funds through the sale of Squadron 4
hats and T-shirts. We are grateful to everyone who stopped
by to support our organization. Every purchase helps
further our mission of preserving aviation history and
supporting the squadron's educational and community
outreach efforts.

The weekend also gave attendees a chance to experience
history firsthand. Our friends at Holiday Air offered rides
in their beautifully restored Stearmans, while J.P. Mellor
gave visitors the opportunity to fly in his North American
SNJ, Spanish Lady. The sound of radial engines and the
sight of these historic aircraft departing throughout the day
added to the excitement of the event and gave many guests
memories they'll never forget.
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Planes was the camaraderie. The event provided an
opportunity to reconnect with fellow aviation
enthusiasts, meet new friends, and spend time with
people who share a passion for preserving our aviation
heritage.

A sincere thank you goes out to every Squadron 4
member who volunteered their time throughout the
weekend. Whether staffing the booth, greeting visitors,
or helping behind the scenes, your dedication helped
make our participation a success.

We also thank the organizers of Cavalcade of Planes,
our fellow exhibitors, and everyone who visited the
event. We look forward to returning next year for
another outstanding weekend celebrating the aircraft,
the history, and the people who make aviation such a
special community.



A CENTURY OF SERVICE, A FLIGHT TO REMEMBER

One of the most unforgettable moments of this year's
TBM Avenger Reunion came as 100-year-old World
War Il TBM turret gunner Alvin Gould climbed
aboard a TBM Avenger once again.

There was no denying that everyone was a little
nervous. At 100 years old, getting into a TBM
Avenger is no small task, and members quietly
wondered how difficult it might be for Alvin to board
the aircraft. Those concerns quickly disappeared.
With determination and a smile, Alvin climbed the
ladder and settled into his seat in less than a minute,
drawing applause and admiration from everyone
watching. It was an early reminder that age had done
little to diminish the spirit of a World War II aviator.

For Alvin, the TBM Avenger isn't simply a historic
warbird—it was the aircraft he flew in combat as a
U.S. Navy turret gunner during World War II.
Returning to the Avenger at 100 years old was more
than a birthday celebration; it was a reunion with a
remarkable piece of his own history.

Warbird Squadron 4 member Tom Buck, owner and
pilot of the beautifully restored TBM Avenger, had
the privilege of taking Alvin aloft in celebration of
his 100th birthday. As the aircraft lifted off, the
moment became something far greater than a
birthday ride. It was a living connection between the
past and the present, honoring a man who had once
crewed these aircraft in service to his country.

After landing, Tom invited Alvin to take part
in one of the Avenger's most meaningful
traditions. Every World War II veteran who
reaches the incredible milestone of 100 years
of age is invited to sign the inside of his
aircraft's entrance door. Alvin proudly added
his signature alongside those of other
centenarian veterans, leaving a permanent
reminder that the history preserved by this
airplane is not only found in rivets and sheet

metal, but in the remarkable people who flew
it.

A‘lvin'smbirthday flight captured the attention
of ABC 7 Chicago, whose coverage
introduced thousands of viewers to his story
and the mission of preserving both the TBM
Avenger and the legacy of the Greatest
Generation.

Warbird Squadron 4 is honored to have
shared in this remarkable day. Thank you to
Tom Buck for making the flight possible, and
thank you to Alvin Gould for a lifetime of
service, courage, and inspiration.

Happy 100th Birthday, Alvin. It was an honor
to welcome you back aboard.
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Squadron 4 has more great events coming up that you will not want

to miss. Summer is in full swing! Come out for
some Warbird Fun!

Tom Buck’s Open Hangar on August 16th,

Tom Buck's annual Open Hangar returns on Sunday, August 16, and
it's always one of the highlights of the summer! Stop by Joliet
Regional Airport to check out a great collection of warbirds and -
military vehicles, catch up with fellow Squadron members, and enjoy |
a day around some amazing airplanes. Bring your family and friends
—everyone is welcome.

Schaumburg Hops & Props on September 12"

Join us on Saturday, September 12, for Hops & Props at Schaumburg B
Regional Airport! This family-friendly event combines great aircraft, ;
local craft beer, food, live entertainment, and plenty of aviation fun. el
Be sure to stop by the Warbirds of America Squadron 4 booth to say
hello, pick up some Squadron merchandise, and help support our
mission. We hope to see you there!

Joliet Airport Festival on September 20th

Mark your calendars for the Joliet Airport Festival on Sunday,
September 20! This annual event is always a great day for aviation
enthusiasts, featuring a variety of aircraft, aviation displays, rides, a
delicious pancake breakfast, food vendors, and family-friendly
activities. Be sure to stop by the Warbirds of America Squadron 4
booth to say hello, learn more about our mission, and pick up some
Squadron merchandise. We look forward to seeing everyone at Joliet
Regional Airport!




SPOT SQUADRON 4 MEMBERS AT AIRVENTURE!

Butch Bejna: EAA Blue Barn

John Cecilia: EAA Blue Barn

Brian Churchill: Warbird Camping
Diane Churchill: Warbird Merchandise
John Churchill: Warbird Camping

Jan Currie: Warbird Merchandise

Brian Eltherington: Warbird Tug Team

Leigh Ann Evans: Warbird Judges

Tim Gillian: Warbird Training Command
Glenn Hill: B-25/B17 Crew

Mike Hudak: Warbird Tram

Aaron Kelley: Warbird Auto Parking
Stacy Kolls: Warbird Greeter

Vic Krause: Warbird Tram

Peg Larson: Warbird Merchandise

Ron Liebmann: Warbird Tug Team
Ron McElroy: Warbird Flight Line
Les Moore: Warbird Camping/Tram
Jim Nelson: Warbird Auto Parking
Rob Nelson: Warbird Auto Parking
Rick Siegfried: Warbird Director
Dinah Spadoni: Warbird Jet Line

Dean Stanley: Warbird Tug Team

LeRoy Stuczynski: Warbird Tram



THE SOUADRON 4 HANGAR

Here are some of the Warbirds owned by Squadron 4 members.
Please send yours in if we don't have it! Corrections Welcome!

o Mike Degoni.a

TBM Avenger Jerry Degonia
Piper L-4

Tom Buck Rick Siegfried

SNJ N2S Stearman
Doug Mabhall

John O’Conner L-3

PBY-5A

, Bill Buchar

John O Com?er Jamie Hagel

F4U-7 Corsair T-28B

John O’Conner Jeff Meyer

SNJ BT-13

Stuart Glenn y:l:;lsl; 5

T-34A Mentor DSOS
Vinka




THE SOUADRON 4 HANGAR

More Warbirds owned by Squadron 4 members.

Scott Delawder Keith Birsa PT-
N2§ 17 Stearman
Tim Gillian =<~ Eelth BlrlsJa3
SNJ eronca L-

Steven Jones
Kathy Tyler
Lockheed T-33

Steven Jones

Kenneth
Yokosawa
Vinka

Steven Jones

i Nanchang
Chipmunk Coer
Steven Jones B'Ob Co.or! -

Jim Chibicki
Bucker wLh
Junemann Fairchild
® Argus IIT

We know there are many other Squadron 4 Warbirds that we have not included here. We need your help in getting them into the
Hangar! Please send a photo of yours to ecmillerin93@comcast.net. Thanks! We will get it into the next Newsletter!
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SQUADRON OFFICERS

(Partial listing —see website for full list of board members)

C.O. Butch Bejna

X.0. Chris Millerin

TRE. Brian Churchill

rcbejna@gmail.com
cmillerin93@comcast.net

warbirdsquadrond@gmail.com

We are always looking for new members to join the Squadron. For more information please contact
Bruce Hawkins at bhawkins27@sbcglobal.net

WARBIRD SQUADRONS

You can find all of these links on our site under the "WOASquadron' button.
Listed below is the text for the links.

Warbirds of America Link:

Seattle, WA Cascade Warbird Squadron 2 Link:
Eugene, OR Warbird Squadron 13 Link:

Chino, CA Warbird Squadron 16 Link:
Cincinnati, OH Warbird Squadron 18 Link:
Florida Warbird Squadron 24 Link:

http://www.warbirds-eaa.org/
http://www.cascadewarbirds.org/
http://www.squadron13.org/warbirds/
http://www.warbirdsusa.org/
http://www.cincinnatiwarbirds.org/
http://www.floridawarbirds.org/




