=

e

THE _ ~
AVENGER

THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF WARVIRDS OF AMERICA SQUADRON 4 & o g :

www.warbirdsquadron4.org

IN THIS ISSUE:

Happy New Year Page 1
From the C.0O.’s Desk Page 2
Blue Angel @ our Banquet Page 2
Scramble, Let’s Go! Page 3
Squadron 4 PX Page 4
Squadron 4 Kids Page 4
The Squadron 4 Hangar Page 5-6
Squadron Officers Page 7

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

As we turn the calendar to a new year, we reflect on a
busy and rewarding year for Warbird Squadron 4.
From fly-ins and airshows to time spent in hangars
and on the flight line, the past year reinforced our
shared mission to preserve aviation history, honor
those who served, and keep these historic aircraft
flying.

Squadron 4 was well represented at events
throughout the year, including Cavalcade of Planes,
Tom Buck’s Picnic, Joliet Airport events, regional
fly-ins, and EAA AirVenture. Whether volunteering,
flying displays, staffing tents, or sharing stories with
the public, our members consistently demonstrated
the camaraderie and passion that define this
organization.

We also took time to honor veterans, remember
members who have flown west, and recognize the
powerful connections between people and the aircraft
they once flew. These moments remind us that
Warbirds are more than machines—they are living
links to history.

Thank you to everyone who contributed their time
and dedication this past year. We wish you and your
families a Happy New Year and look forward to
another great year ahead.




e FROM THE C.0.’S DESK o

By Butch Bejna

Welcome to 2026! Warbird Squadron 4 will be at the
Chicago Area Chapter 99s Aviation Expo. The following
Saturday is our Annual Banquet with a great guest speaker.
Information for both events follow. Also, it is that time of
year for dues.

The current issue of Warbirds Magazine has a nice article
about the DHC-1 Chipmunks. If you didn’t attend our
Veterans Forum in November, you missed seeing one Guest spear
owned by our host Steve Jones. Thanks again to Steve and  experienceg ;’;_éogn Gotta shares pis Moo
Jeff for letting us use their hangar. Our speaker was John anks to Steve anZ’J’;’ff'}’f,es’f, at the Veteféfg'zg,,,
Gotta, a Navy Veteran that flew P-3 Orions and still had aring their hangar Wi;z'us.
his charts that were used on some missions. C.J. La Cross,

our speaker from the 2024 Veteran Forum, was also in

attendance and was nice seeing him again at a young age

of 100!

ANNUAL BANQUET
FEBRUARY 7™ 2026

Please mark your calendars for the Warbird Squadron 4
Annual Banquet, to be held on Saturday, February 7,
2026, from 4:00-8:00 PM. This year’s banquet is open
to the public, so early registration is encouraged.

Tickets will once again be sold online only through our
website at warbirdsquadron4.org. Simply click Store in
the menu to purchase tickets. The cost is $50 per o

person. WHAT DOES IT TAKE T0 BUILD AND

LEAD THE ULTIMATE HIGH-PERFORMANGE
We are excited to announce a new venue for this year’s TEAM-THE NAVY BLUE ANGELS?
banquet:

FEBRUARY 7, 2026 - 4 PM -8 PM
Prairie Bluff Golf Club PRAIRIE BLUFF GOLF CLUB * CREST HILL, ILLINOIS
19433 Renwick Rd VISIT WARDIRDSQUADRONA ORG AND CLICK ON "STORE-
Crest Hill, IL TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED BY JANUARY 31, 2026.

TICKETS ARE $50 EACH

We are also honored to welcome our keynote speaker, Russ Bartlett, retired U.S. Navy and former Blue
Angels Commanding Officer and Flight Leader. Russ brings an extraordinary aviation career, including
more than 4,400 total flight hours, 3,200 of them in the F/A-18 Hornet, and an impressive 841 aircraft
carrier arrested landings, including 333 at night. He flew the Blue Angels #1 jet during the 2003 and 2004
airshow seasons, leading one of the most elite flight demonstration teams in the world.

This promises to be a memorable evening of aviation, camaraderie, and inspiration. We look forward to
seeing you there.
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Squadron 4 has more great events coming up that you will not want

to miss. It will be getting warmer soon. Come out for
some Warbird Fun!

Saturday, January 31st 2026 Aviation Expo

Warbird Squadron 4 will be participating in the Aviation Expo 2026,
hosted by the Chicago Area Chapter of The Ninety-Nines, on January
31, 2026, at the Hilton Chicago Northbrook in Northbrook, Illinois.
This free event is open to pilots, student pilots, and aviation
enthusiasts and features a full day of educational seminars, including
both VFR and IFR topics, along with opportunities to earn FAA
WINGS credit. The Expo is a great way to stay current during the
winter months and connect with the broader aviation community.
Squadron 4 will be on hand to represent our organization, share our
mission, and talk warbirds with attendees. Members are encouraged to
stop by, support the event, and help represent the Squadron.
Additional details can be found on the Chicago Area 99s website.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2026
8:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.
HILTON CHICAGO/NORTHBROOK

IFR/VFR Safety Seminars*
Flying Companion Class
Aviation Vendor Hall
e event is open to all pilots and students age 16 and ol¢
*Quualifies for WINGS Pilot Proficiency Program

FOR COMPLETE DETAILS, VISIT CHICAGOAREA99S ORG

TBM Avenger Reunion 2026

Warbird Squadron 4 will once again be participating in the TBM
Avenger Reunion in 2026. The event will be held May 15-16, 2026,
at [llinois Valley Regional Airport in Peru, Illinois.

The TBM Avenger Reunion continues to be one of the premier
gatherings celebrating this iconic World War II aircraft, and we are
proud to support and be part of it again this year. Squadron members
are encouraged to attend, fly in, volunteer, or stop by to represent
Squadron 4 and help share the history of the TBM Avenger with the
public.

Additional details regarding schedules, aircraft participation, and
volunteer opportunities will be shared as the event approaches. We
hope to see many Squadron members on the ramp in Peru this May.




SQUADRON 4 PX

There’s a lot of Squadron 4 merchandise to choose from in the PX on-line (warbirdsquadron4.org). Be sure to
check it all out. We usually sell it at the events we go to as well so come on out and stop by Squadron 4 tent.
We can always use help at these events too, so volunteers are welcome!

@ Keggp @
‘EM FLYING!

EAA Warbird Squadron

SQUADRON 4 KIDS

|

Elliott Millerin has been logging some pedal
Texan hours at Tom’s hangar. She is
preparing to transition to her P-51 when it is
complete!




THE SQUADRON 4 HANGAR|

Here are some of the Warbirds owned by Squadron 4 members.
Corrections Welcome!

Tom Buck Mike Degoni'a
TBM Avenger Jerry Degonia
Piper L-4
Tom Buck Rick Siegfried
SNJ N2S Stearman

John O°Conner
PBY-5A

John O’Conner

Doug Mahall
L-3

Jim Turcich

F4U-7 Corsair L-16A
John O’Conner Jeff Meyer
SNJ BT-13
Martin
Stuart Glenn Yokosawi

T-34A Mentor

Vinka



THE SOQUADRON 4 HANGAR

More Warbirds owned by Squadron 4 members.
Please send yours in! Corrections Welcome!

Scott Delawder Keith Birsa PT-
N2S 17 Stearman
Tim Gillian fe‘th B“Ea3
SNJ eronca L-
Steven Jones Kenneth

Kathy Tyler Yokosawa
Lockheed T-33 Vinka

Steven Jones

Steven Jones

i Nanchang
Chipmunk Coer
Steven Jones B'Ob C0.0I} -

Jim Chibicki
Bucker .
Junemann Fairchild
® Argus IIT

We know there are many other Squadron 4 Warbirds that we have not included here. We need your help in getting them into the
Hangar! Please send a photo of yours to ecmillerin93@comcast.net. Thanks! We will get it into the next Newsletter!
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SQUADRON OFFICERS

(Partial listing —see website for full list of board members)

C.O. Butch Bejna

X.0. Chris Millerin

TRE. Brian Churchill

rcbejna@gmail.com
cmillerin93@comcast.net

warbirdsquadrond@gmail.com

We are always looking for new members to join the Squadron. For more information please contact
Bruce Hawkins at bhawkins27@sbcglobal.net

WARBIRD SQUADRONS

You can find all of these links on our site under the "WOASquadron' button.
Listed below is the text for the links.

Warbirds of America Link:

Seattle, WA Cascade Warbird Squadron 2 Link:
Eugene, OR Warbird Squadron 13 Link:

Chino, CA Warbird Squadron 16 Link:
Cincinnati, OH Warbird Squadron 18 Link:
Florida Warbird Squadron 24 Link:

http://www.warbirds-eaa.org/
http://www.cascadewarbirds.org/
http://www.squadron13.org/warbirds/
http://www.warbirdsusa.org/
http://www.cincinnatiwarbirds.org/
http://www.floridawarbirds.org/




