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A Day with Captain Chuck Downey

Captain Chuck Downey has again invited
Squadron 4 members to his residence at
Poplar Grove Airport, where he hangars his
Meyers OTW, for a day of good food and
conversation. Captain Downey has been
holding this annual event for several years
now. "l like what you folks are doing for the
warbird movement”, says the Captain. | like
to think it's not only our admiration and
dedication to the preservation of ex-military
aircraft, but also our commitment to
honoring the military Veterans, with special
emphasis on those who served during times
of armed conflict.

For those of you who do not know Captain
Downey's history, he entered Naval service
in October 1942 and patrticipated in carrier
training on Lake Michigan aboard the
Wolverine. He saw combat duty flying the
SB2-C in WWII with VB-80 aboard CV-14,
the U.S.S. Ticonderoga. In 1944 Captain
Downey was credited (along with another
bomber aircraft) with sinking a Japanese
light cruiser in the Philippines, for which he

was decorated with the Distinguished Flying
Cross. Captain Downey also received the
Air Medal for the destruction of an enemy
hangar on a Tokyo airfield during the first
carrier based aircraft attack on Japan
(Doolittle's raid not counted due to the fact
B-25s are not carrier based aircraft).

Captain Downey went on to serve 33 years
in Naval Aviation Service and in 1964 was
promoted to the rank of Captain, making
him the youngest such Officer at the time.
Over his career in the Navy Captain
Downey received a number of medals and
citations during his service in WWII and
beyond, thus distinguishing him as a true
American Hero.

As a Warbird and aviation organization,
Squadron 4 is honored to be recognized by
Captain Downey and grateful for the
invitation to his home. Please join him and
Squadron 4 on October 9 at his residence
located at 2822 Stinson Street (in the Poplar
Grove Air Park on lllinois Route 76, north of
Belvidere, IL). Arrival time is around 11:00
for a BBQ lunch. Weather permitting - fly
your airplanes into the event.

Caﬁtain Chuck owney
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The C.0O.’s Desk

With two highly successful fly-in events
behind us, we still have much more to look
forward to in 2004. By gracious invitation,
Squadron 4 members are invited to a day at
Captain  Chuck Downey's residence.
Another fly-in is scheduled at the American
Heritage Field in Plano, lllinois. This could
possibly be the last time this airstrip is used.
The November Veteran's forum should
include a number of WWII Veterans this
year with some very interesting tales and
experiences to be told.

Looking back on the year so far, Squadron
4 has accomplished a great deal in regards
to increasing membership and the quality of
our events. This is only due to the
outstanding efforts of our Officers and
Board of Directors and dedicated members
with the enthusiasm to make our Squadron
grow and thrive. There is still a good deal of
planning for the future and talks have begun
for possibilities of working toward a

permanent home to the Squadron. As
always, | look forward to the future of our
Squadron and the great things yet to be
accomplished.

Re-cap of Annual BBQ at Joliet

August 15, 2004 marked one of the most
successful annual BBQ ever. Held at Joliet
Regional Airport and hosted by Squadron 4
Executive Officer Tom Buck, the gathering
was attended by nearly 100 members,
friends of the Squadron and numerous
people who saw warbirds flying around and
stopped to check out the activities. The
weather was perfect for flying and thanks to
Stacy and Darin Kolls, the food was great.
Several warbirds flew in to the event
including three new participants, pilots Bill
Paul, Vic Stoddelmaier, Eric Woberling
flying T-6s. Another T-6 to join the gathering
was flown in by Clyde Zeller, who decided
to join the Squadron that day. A special
appearance by Vlado Lenoch, who brought
his P-51 Mustang, also donated a ride in his
beautiful airplane which was raffled off later
in the day. The raffle was announced earlier
in the year and ticket sales had been fairly
good, but the arrival of the Mustang
increased last minute sales of tickets. A few
very low high speed passes by Vlado
thrilled all who were present.

Congratulations to Don Lichey who
purchased the winning P-51 ride ticket at
the BBQ. Don had joined the Squadron in
January of this year. Coincidentally this was
the first Squadron event Don had attended.
Don thought his day was complete when
Tom Buck invited him for a ride in the TBM,
but winning the raffle for a ride in a P-51
Mustang put Don on Cloud 9.

Several members also received a ride in
Tom's TBM. Tom has not only graciously
hosted the annual BBQ at his hangar in
Joliet for the past several years, but he also
manages to make the day for several
members and friend of the Squadron by
taking them for a ride in the big TBM
Avenger. The normal crew for the TBM
during WWII was three (pilot gunner and
radio operator), Tom's plane however
accommodates an additional crew member



behind the pilot. This area was normally
occupied by the auto pilot equipment of an
original Avenger. Able to take along three
additional passengers, Tom usually makes
a couple of flights during the event letting
several people experience the thrill of flying
in the big bird.

Regular members and friends brought
aircraft including T-34, PT-17, Yak-52,
Beech Bonanza, Cessna, Pipers and more.
We had military re-enactors dressed in
period (WWII) uniforms thanks to one of our
newest Board members, Chris Huffnus
(even though he himself was not in
uniform). Thanks to Josh Zartmann, Denise
Hostetler, Tom Rock, Alan Rock, and John
Arends for bringing a little nostalgia to the
event .

With perfect weather, warbirds flying over
head and parked in the field, lots of good
friends, great food, and enjoyable
conversation, this event was undoubtedly
one of our best. The tradition will continue,
and hopefully will grow even larger. Next
year we shall try to make this event the
largest spontaneous gathering of warbirds
in the Chicago area.

Re-Cap of September 12 Meeting

Another great day for flying brought
numerous aircraft to Lindenwood Field,
otherwise known as Barb and Tim Bauer's
place. Barb and Tim Bauer have again
hosted the September Squadron 4 meeting
with a fly-in, drive-in BBQ gathering which
rivals only our annual BBQ at Joliet Airport.
This year brought several warbird aircraft
including Tom Buck in his SNJ, Vic Krause
and his pristine SNJ, Roger Paykert and the
PT-17 from American Heritage Field, Robert
and Nancy Fitzpatrick and their Yak-52, a
CJ-6 and a Yak tail dragger eager to
perform aerobatics, Several civilian aircraft
and a couple of L-birds were also among
the aircraft. We were also impressed with
some unbelievable crop dusting
demonstrations by a Weatherly.

This meeting introduced a somewhat new
concept as a theme in that members and
friends brought their military and aviation

memorabilia for all to enjoy. As an
alternative to a guest speaker Dan
Guenther suggested the memorabilia day.
The idea for members to bring their
'treasures’ was not unique, in that Mark
Adamic has been sharing his excellent
collection of WWII aviation memorabilia at
various meetings in the past, most notably
the annual BBQ at Joliet. This meeting
afforded other members of Squadron 4 to
show off their prized possessions. Due to
the late decision to announce the '‘theme’,
personally | didn't expect much of a turn out,
but boy was | wrong. We may have just hit
on another annual theme for one of our
regular meeting. We will definitely need
more space as every available table and
space was utilized for interesting items and
collections brought by numerous members.
Tim's hangar took on the appearance of a
museum with very unique, rare and in my
mind, very valuable displays.

The meeting started with a fantastic spread
of BBQ food cooked by Denny McConville.
The choice of meats and accompanying
dishes was spectacular. After a few brief
words (well | tred to keep it brief), from the
Commander, Stacy Kolls informed the
members of an effort she has become
involved with to support our troops in Iraq
and Afghanistan with care packages which
can be purchased for around $25.00. The
effort for contributions of items and money
is targeted for our November 21 meeting at
Rockford Airport.

Tim Dunavin presented his progress on the
building of this year's model aircraft of one
of our member's aircraft, which will be
raffled off at the annual dinner. The
member's aircraft being built this year is
Vlado Lenoch's P-51 Mustang, Moonbeam
McSwine. The models built by Tim are truly
unique pieces of art and will make a very
handsome display. Tim scratch builds a
great deal of detail which is not present in
the production model kits he uses. He also
hand paints all markings on the plane (no
decals are used).

We also had a presentation from Captain
Chuck Downey on the SBD exhibit at
Midway Airport which is a truly fitting



memorial for the Battle of Midway for which
the Airport is named. The dedication of an
SBD bomber, recovered from Lake
Michigan (used for training during WWiII)
included the Major of Chicago and 12 SBD
pilots who survived the Battle of Midway.

The field around Tim's airstrip and hangar
was packed with warbird and civilian aircraft
as well as some very nice antique cars and
trucks. When considering the entire event
which included the memorabilia displayed in
the hangar, the aircraft, cars and trucks, this
had become a truly unique and interesting
meeting. However, the meeting was not
without incident. During the departure of the
aircraft, several of the pilots couldn't resist
giving an aerial display of low high speed
fly-bys and aerobatic maneuvers which
evidently caught the eyes of two lllinois
State Police Officers who showed up at the
event. With the fact that Tim's airstrip
parallels lllinois Route 39 only a few
hundred feet away, I'm sure the low flying
aircraft attracted more than a little attention.
We all became a little nervous when the two
pulled in with marked and unmarked patrol
cars. The uniformed Officers approached
the crowd, but to our relief only wanted to
watch and take a few pictures. Officers
Kevin Johnson and Matt Muenchow were
very cordial and we had a great time with
one of them laying down the law for Tom
Buck.

In conclusion this meeting, like our annual
BBQ fly-in at Joliet has evolved over the
past few years into an outstanding event
which keeps growing to proportions never
thought of by myself and I'm sure others.

Tom Buck trying to talk his way out of a speeding ticket

SBD Dedication at Midway Airport

On September 2, 2004 Mayor Richard M.
Daley joined 12 veteran pilots of the Battle
of Midway in dedicating an SBD Dauntless
Dive-Bomber, which will be on permanent
display in Midway International Airport.
Friends of Squadron 4, Captain Chuck
Downey and Captain Grant Young and our
Squadron photographer Ted Koston were
present for the ceremony which saw the
hanging of an SBD from the ceiling of
Concourse A in the airport. The SBD was
recovered from Lake Michigan in 1991, 47
years after it had crashed during training
exercises. The ceremony included Captain
Charles E. Ellis of the National Museum of
Naval Aviation in Pensacola, Florida and
Joseph Janotta, chairman of the committee
that raised money to restore the airplane,
and twelve pilots who survived the Battle of
Midway. The twelve Veterans honored at
the SBD Midway Memorial dedication were,
Captain Norman J. "Dusty" Kleiss, USN
[Ret], Commander Clayton E. Fisher, USN
[Ret], Captain Ivan L. Swope, USNR [Ret],
Lieutenant Ron Arenth, USN [Ret], Captain
James Forbes, USN [Ret], Commander
Austin "Bud" Merrill, USN [Ret], Thomas P.
Tobin; Major Jesse "Doug" Rollow, Jr.,
USMCR [Ret], Colonel John F. Carey,
USMC [Ret], Master Sergeant Walter C.
Grist, USMC, [Ret], Lieutenant Colonel
William V. Brooks, USMC [Ret], Colonel
Leon M. Williamson, USMC [Ret].

The SBD is painted in the markings B-3 in
honor of an lllinois hero that made the
ultimate sacrifice to preserve our freedom,
pilot Ensign Fredrick Thomas Weber,
USNR. Ensign Weber was born in Des
Moines, lowa in 1916, joined the USNR in
1938 and commissioned as Ensign on July
12, 1940. He was awarded the Navy Cross
posthumously for heroism and distinguished
service as a pilot of an airplane of a
bombing squadron in action against enemy
Japanese forces in the Battle of Midway,
July 4-6, 1942. Ensign Weber participated in
2 dive bombing attacks against Japanese
Naval units and on the second mission
while pressing home, a desperate and



vigorous counter attack against Japanese
fighter occurred and he was shot down.

Member News
Squadron 4 grows Nationwide

A couple of years ago, Squadron 4 member
Craig Payne moved to Florida and became
our most distant member. Since that time
we have acquired members in Indiana,
Wisconsin and Ohio. Now, two more
members are re-locating to other regions of
the country. Don Anderson has moved to
Minnesota and Sue Bond has moved to
Arizona. We wish the best for our remote
members and will hope that they will come
back to visit us for a future Squadron 4
event, such as the annual BBQ or our
annual banquet dinner in January.

Support Our Troops

Stacy Kolls has spearheaded an effort to
collect goods and donations to send care
packages to our troops in lIrag and
Afghanistan. Her efforts will culminate at our
November Veterans Forum meeting at
Rockford Airport on November 21, 2004. A
list of suggested items for the care
packages is available by visiting the
Operation Shoebox website at
www.operationshoebox.com or by calling
our Quartermaster, Stacy Kolls at 815-218-
9202. Monetary donations will also be
accepted to purchase additional items and
cover shipping costs.

Squadron 4 Merchandise

Over this past year we have introduced a
line of Squadron 4 merchandise, mainly
consisting of patches, pins and clothing.
The clothing items have expanded from
hats and t-shirts with an embroidered
Squadron 4 logo to polo shirts and sweat
shirts. We have also expanded the
merchandise line to include, on a limited
basis, specialty designed shirts
commemorating significant events including
the Oshkosh fly-in and our annual BBQ at
Joliet. Regular embroidered hats and shirts
are available with prices ranging from $10 -

$25. The items will be available at all
Squadron 4 events or contact Mark Laatsch
at 773-695-8122 for information.

New Members

Squadron 4 welcomes the following new
members: Brad and John Churchill, George
Herbinson, Terry Kitchen, Peg Larson, Tom
Murray, LeRoy Stuczynski, and Clyde Zellers.

Squadron 4 — Year 2004 Calendar of
Events

October 9, 2004 — Captain Chuck Downey
invites Squadron 4 members to a fly-in/drive-in
cook out at his residence at the Poplar Grove
Airport.

October 17, 2004 - Fly in at American
Heritage Field, Plano lllinois (details for this
event will be mailed out separately in the
near future)

November 21, 2004 — Veterans Forum, Pride
Aircraft hangar at Rockford Airport

January 22, 2004 - William Tell Holiday Inn,
Lagrange, IL

Keep ‘em Flying








