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 It’s June and the beginning of the flying season!! 
Come and get involved in Squadron 4!  Being a part of 
the action increases your fun and enjoyment.  Come to 
our meetings and fly-ins and get involved.  We will be 
needing help at our big event of hosting the B-17 at the 
DuPage Airport on Labor Day weekend.  Plan to be 
there!   
    There is nothing so memorable as the smells of the oil , 
grease, and gas of the Warbirds and their engines!  
Squadron 4 gives us the opportunity to be up close to 
these old but mighty machines of air history. 
Keep’em Flying! 
�
Tom Buck  C.O. 
 
 
Editor' s note:  We have a lot of activities to report on in this issue, 
and more coming.   
    As I write this, it has been reported that Mike Dean' s Mother 
has passed away, after a battle with cancer – our deepest sympathy 
to Mike and his family.
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Special editor ial by Tim Bauer: 
TO VOLUNTEER OR NOT TO 
VOLUNTEER? 
  
Our recent trip to Crivitz to retrieve the Link 
Trainers made the decision for me to write this 
editorial, 
Starting with the Link. Last fall at the veterans 
meetings we announced we were going to be 
getting a link . At that time details were not clear. 
We had a couple express interest in helping.We 
had a lot more details at the annual banquet, 
which I have to say was the biggest crowd we 
have ever had ,I think over 80 people. There was a 
sign up sheet, there also was an announcement 
made, asking for volunteers. 
The same three people signed the sheet that 
expressed interest at the meeting in 
November.The sheet also was signed by three 
board members. 
Crivitz is a small town north of Green Bay, Wi . 
Our schedule to pick these up was not decided 
until we got a call that the snow had melted. We 
went and looked at them in February and there 
was 4 ft of snow. 
  So at the April meeting at Mike Kellner©s B-17 , 
which was attended by over 30 ,I asked again for 
volunteers and from my point of view all I saw 
was people trying to find some part of the B-17 to 
hide behind. Not a single person stepped forward 
to help. At that point we had set the date which 
was April 29, Sat. We scrambled and barely had 
enough volunteers to go. That is my point, we 
have more members then any other squadron in 
the country and most of them that went to get the 
Link Trainers  were board members. That doesn©t 
say a lot for our members! 
   When we ask for volunteers for a project or to 
help at an event, this is what is going to keep our 
squadron going.I have been in squadron 4 for over 
10 years, and in those 10 years I see the same 
people volunteer, year after year. Those are the 
people who are keeping squadron 4 going, but it©s 
time that a lot more of our members stepped up. 

    I understand that people have other obligations and or 
commitments. But what I don©t understand is out of all 
our members ( which is close to 100 at last count ) we 
could not get 8 volunteers. Let me say it another way. 
Brian, myself and Rick (who was driving the 
truck&trailer)Were already going. So we could not get 5 
volunteers. I quess that sounds even worse. 
   So is your decision not to volunteer based upon the 
project was not glamorous enough? 
Did you not know what a Link Trainer is ? 
Or are you the type who never volunteers no matter what 
it is? 
Did you think you probably could not li ft things, so I 
might as well not volunteer? 
  
Here is a littl e secret I will l et you in on ,To volunteer 
all you have to do is show up.   Boy is 
that simple!!!!!!!!!  
The Link Mission did require some heavy li fting, but 
there was a lot of things that didn©t. 
Because our members failed so miserabable on this 
project we asked Bill Fisher to help us and of course he 
did. 
Bill i s the executive director of the Warbirds of America 
in Oshkosh and he lives in Green Bay. 
It was almost embarassing that we could not find 5 
volunteers from our membership and had to ask Bill . 
    The Link is going to require a time consuming 
restoration which will require ........... here it is that dirty 
word, volunteers, so as you can see everything squadron 
4 does requires volunteers to one extent or another. If 
that©s not your cup of tea the maybe,......you should have 
joined the moose club, where all you have to do is sit at 
the bar. 
    Squadron 4 has a huge opportunity this year to 
sponsor the EAA B-17 ALUMINUM OVERCAST for a 
stop on there tour. You guessed it is going to require a 
lot of ...............here it is again that dirty word, 
volunteers .Without a large amount of volunteers from 
our membership this event could be a huge flop. It is not 
fair to expect that the only volunteers for this to be board 
members. 
    I hope that most of you understand the point I am 
trying to make here.  The next time we ask for 
volunteers try not to hide behind the B-17. 
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    I would li ke to thank the guy©s who went 
to Crivitz for volunteering, and I will li st them 
here.  
Br ian Churchill  
John Churchill  
Mike Dean 
Rick Diekman 
Tim Dunavin 
Harr y Pick 
Tim Bauer 
Bill Fisher 
    I would also like to thank our reception crew at 
Poplar Grove at 10:45 PM SAT night for Pizza & 
drinks and help to unload 
Stacy Kolls 
Roger Paykert 
   " VOLUNTEERING MAKES THE 
WARBIRD EXPERIENCE THAT MUCH 
BETTER.  WE INVITE YOU TO BE A PART 
OF THE WORK AND FUN OF SQUADRON 
4."    
 
RESPECTFULLY YOUR ADJUTANT , TIM 
BAUER 

 
 

The Crivitz Miss ion Report 
11 Feb 2006 

 
      Tim Bauer and Tim Dunavin met Mike Dean 
and Brain Churchill at Janesvill e, Wis., then after 
breakfast proceeded on to Crivitz, Wis., where 3 
Link trainers were located. 
      We arrived at our destination about 2:10pm 
and spent about 25 minutes looking over the 
trainers, before heading home.   The decision was 
made to return after the snow was off to pick up 
the trainers for restoration – sometime in late 
April . 
       We were back by 7:30pm. 
        The trainers belonged to a Link trainer 
service rep., named Norman Terfki, who passed 
away a few years ago.  Judy, his wife, decided to 
give the trainers to us, if we would come to get 
them. 

               
                              Link Trainer  
                            29 Apr il 2006 
 
    The day started early, as Flight A left Lindenwood 
about 0600.  Flight B left from Rick Diekman's about 
the same time.  We met in Oshkosh, Wis., also being 
joined there by Bill Fischer – Exec. Director of Warbirds 
of America. 
    We arrived in Crivitz, Wis., about 1200 for lunch, 
them proceeded on to Judy Terfki's to load up the 3 link 
trainers and the equipment that went with them.  We got 
to the Terfki's about 1300 and started preparations to 
load up.   
     By 1615 hours, we had all three trainers loaded and 
took a group photo.  Thanked Judy and headed for the 
Poplar Grove Airport.   
     We had good weather until returning to Green Bay, 
where we ran into rain.  The trip home was slow, as we 
had loaded the trailer a bit “ tong heavy” , and pulled into 
the Poplar Grove Airport at Roger Paykert's hangar at 
2300 hours – dispite gravel roads navigation by Tim 
Dunavin! 
     Stacy Kolls met us at the gate.  She had brought with 
her some pizza, which we very quickly devoured!   The 
unloading took about an hour and a half.  Returning to 
Tim Bauers about 0145 Sunday morning. 
     All returning safely home. 
 
Mission Coord.:             Tim Bauer 
Mission Photographers: Stacy Kolls 
                                        Bran Churchill  
                                        Mike Dean 
                                        Tim Dunavin 
Mission Navigators:       Mike Dean 
                                        Tim Dunavin 
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Loading one of the Link trainers 

 
 

Marengo “Desert Rat” Meeting 
And photos by Ar t Sereque 

 
   Thirty two members and friends of Squadron 4 
converged on April 18th at Mike Kellner's hangar 
to view his B-17 restoration project. 
    In the absence of Chaplin Matt Huffnus, C.O. 
Tom Buck  opened the meeting with a brief 
prayer.  This was followed by Quartermaster 
Stacy Kolls providing the ravenous crowd with 
her delicious home made soup and sandwiches. 
     Immediate past C.O. Mark Laatsch then 
thanked host Mike Kellner for allowing the 
Squadron to view his project. 
      Mike told how the B-17E “Desert Rat” carried 
wounded and flew over the infamous “Hump”. 
      Mike found the plane in 7 sections in an auto 
salvage yard in Maine.  It was literally chopped 
with an axe. 
       The plane had no nose art, just carried 
“Desert Rat” on the fuselage. 
       Some parts of the plane were given to Alcoa 
in return for several thousand dollars worth of 
aluminum. 
       Micro film was acquired from the 
Smithsonian and Boeing volunteers recreated the 
instrument panel.   He and his friends have been 
working almost 11 years and expect to work 
another 10 before complete restoration is done. 
        Due to 9-11 Mike told how there were 
diff iculties getting engine data.  Security and 
liabilit y were the main concerns. 
        Mike has six engines to fit on the plane (only 
four at a time, of course). 
 

 

 
The tail gunner's off ice 

 

 
Fuselage w/port side inboard engine nacelle 

 

     At a brief meeting following Mike's talk, Tim Bauer 
asked for volunteers to go to Green Bay to pick up a 
Link trainer and assorted parts. (Due to a sudden and 
severe attack of Lumbago, this writer was unable to 
help). 
     Stacy then gave a report on her program to send gift 
packages to our men and women in Iraq. 
      Roger Paykert mentioned the Bannockburn Farm 
will be open another year.  We will meet there on June 
10th. 
       One of the guests was Tech Sarg. Bill Joiner who 
was a flight engineer and top gunner on a “17” , flying 14 
combat missions in 1944-45. 
        Bill flew bomb missions over Dresden, and 
Munich, hitting targets that included fuel depots, R.R. 
yards, and Ball Bearing factories.  Some flights took 9 to 
11 hours. 
       After V.E. Day, they took the armor off and flew 
infantry men from Marseill es to Casa Blanca. 
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Bill Joiner 92nd BG 407th BS 

    All i n all , a very interesting meeting 
                                     Art Sereque 
PS: Did you all read Tim Dunavin's article on the 
Ford Tri-Motor in the May 2006 issue of Sport 
Pilot? 
 

Day on the Western Front 
By Tim Dunavin 

 
    Despite a rainy day, turn out was pretty decent, 
with one aircraft even flying into the littl e airstrip 
near the Dunavin home.   The Honored Guests 
were Lt. Col Viv. Lock and Tech. Sarg. Bill 
Joiner.   Tim had been commissioned by Col. 
Lock's son, Jim, to build a B -29 just as his Father 
had flown on 22 June 1945.  Because of engine 
problems number 4 engine had to be shut down 
and the propeller feathered.  They continued on 
their mission, escorted by another B-29, who's 
pilot took a photo of Viv's plane.  This photo was 
then used by Tim to make the 1/48 scale model. 
      When presented with the ªaction photoº that 
Tim made of the model, Col. Lock looked at it,  
then told Tim that he had done a great job 
coloring the old photo!  Later, when the model 
was presented to him you could just see the 
memories flood back into his mind.   
       ªI haven't seen that plane since 1945!! º  
       A great time was had by those who attended, 
and many stories of WWII were recounted by 
these two Veterans.    
      Thanks for coming!!  
 
 
 

 

 

 
Col. Lock with his ªCity of Kankakeeº aka ªLucky 
Strikeº  330BG  457th BS 
 
Squadron 4 Calendar of Events 
 
6/10/2006 -  Bannockburn Farm Fly-In  
I f f lying, beware of wires at East side of farm. 1207 L itt le Rock 
Rd  Plano, IL 60545-9693, US 
 
6/25/2006 ± Joint Squadron 4 and 6 regular meeting in 
Kenosha, WI 
 
7/21/2006 - ªSalute to Veteransº Hangar Dance at Dixon 
Walgreen Field, Dixon, Ill  7:30pm.  Tickets are  $20, 
contact Tim Dunavin for more details. 
 
7/22/2006 ± Pancake breakfast at Dixon Walgreen Field, 
Dixon, Il.  Contact  Tim Dunavin for more details 
 
7/24-30/2006 ± AirVenture in Oshkosh, 
WI 
 
 
8/13/2006 ± Annual Squadron 4 BBQ 
at Joliet Airport, Joliet, IL 
 
 
9/1-4/2006 B-17 at DuPage County 
Airport  -  Squadron 4 to Host! 
 
9/10/2006 ± Regular meeting at 
Lindenwood Field hosted by Tim and 
Barb Bauer in Lindenwood, IL 
 
 
11/12/2006 ± Annual Veteran's Forum 
in Rockford, IL  



June 2006 

 6 

 

EAA War b i r d s o f  
Ame r i c a  
Ai r Ven t u r e 2006  
Wh a t ’ s n ew i n th e 
War b i r d Ar ea th i s 

y ea r ? 
The Wor ld War II Training 

Command 
 
Warbirds of America is going to designate an area 
near Warbirds in Review to have a special display 
of the aircraft used by Army Air Corp and Naval 
Pilots in their quest to become Aviators in World 
War II .  This area, in the future, will be designated 
the Warbird of America Education area.  Stop by 
and see the type of aircraft that our  country's 
aviators flew and what they learned in each 
aircraft.  Discover why each of these aircraft was 
chosen to train the future pilots.  Remember that 
in WWII, pilots got out of these trainers and flew 
the Fighters, Transports, Bombers and many other 
types of aircraft that helped save our nation and 
alli es. On display will be the Primary, Basic, and 
Advance Trainer used by both the Army Air Corp 
and the Navy.  Volunteers will staff this area 
between 9am and 5pm to help you learn more 
about the aircraft and the pilots who flew them.  
The volunteers can direct you to where more 
examples of these types of aircraft are on display 
in the Warbird area. Watch this space for updates 
as we confirm Aircraft, Pilots and volunteers to 
help the Warbirds of America Education Area. 
 
This announcement will be on the EAA 
AirVenture web site soon.  Rick Siegfried, 
Squadron 4 member is the chairman for this new 
exciting presentation at AirVenture.  The area will 
located in the area between the Warbirds Café and 
Warbirds in Review.  There will be a tent 
containing radial engine mock up and the T-28 

cockpit mock up from the museum.  We will also have 
some signage and information on the display aircraft. 
 
In the area will aircraft representing the type of aircraft 
used by the Training Command.  Planned this year are a 
PT-17, BT-13, AT-6, and SNB.  To help the visitors to 
AirVenture understand the role these aircraft played in 
World War II we are looking for volunteers to man the 
area.    The area will be manned from 9am to 5pm, 
Monday thru Sunday.  I am planning on two shifts of 4 
hours with two volunteers in each shift.  The pilots for 
the aircraft on display have already committed to be in 
the volunteers in area.  I will provide you with 
information on the aircraft, the pilots, and information 
on how the Training Command operated.  We will also 
have some handouts for the interested public. 
 
If you are going to be at Oshkosh AirVenture 2006 and 
have some time you could volunteer please contact Rick 
Siegfried.  This is the first year for this project I hope we 
can build on in the future. 
 
Contact information; 
 
Rick Siegfried    
T6rick@aol.com  
630-910-633 
 
Member News 
 
Operation Shoebox 
 
Thanks to the outstanding efforts by Quartermaster 
Stacy Kolls, more of a ‘ littl e bit of home' is being sent 
over to our Service personnel in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Stacy has been collecting contributions in the form of 
necessary and relief items to send to the troops for over a 
year now and she reports that our latest contribution to 
the moral of the troops was well received. Please help 
Stacy continue her efforts to supply, if only a few of our 
troops, with a littl e something from back home. Those 
personnel who have been the recipients of the donations 
have been overwhelmingly appreciative. Questions and 
informational requests should be directed to our 
Quartermaster, Stacy Kolls (815-218-9202). 
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Squadron 4 Merchandise 
 
Squadron 4 will have merchandise available for 
sale at our regular meetings , mainly consisting of 
patches and clothing. Squadron 4 embroidered 
logo hats and shirts are available with prices 
ranging from $10 - $25. Information on special 
order logo merchandise can be obtained from Tim 
Bauer. 
 
 

 
Roger, Dan, Tom, Frankie, & Glen 

 

 
Shop talk 

 

 
Glen, Rick and Jim 

 
 

 

 
Bill Fischer at Crivitz 

 

 
The Crivitz Mission Crew 

 

 
Harry Pick and Roger Paykert 

ªMission Accomplishedº 
 

   For those of you who didn' t get out to any of the 
activities that we have visited here ± you missed a great 
deal.  Please plan on the Labor day weekend event and 
support our visit by a real li ve B-17.  It will be a chance 
to see, feel, and smell (like Tom says), the real thing! 
    Also anyone that can dress in WWII uniforms ± so 
much the better ± GET INVOLVED!  Contact Stacy 
Kolls - Thanks 
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